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      Minnesota State Advisory Council on Mental Health 

      Subcommittee on Children’s Mental Health 

 
                 

MEMBER  AFFILIATION 
   
Sue Abderholden 
Minneapolis 

 Rep. of an advocacy group for children with emotional 
disturbances (NAMI-MN) 
Term expires: January 2016 

 
Kate Casserly 
Maple Grove 
 

  
Rep. of parents of who have children with emotional 
disturbances 
Term expires: January 2015 
 

Glenace Edwall 
Director, Children’s Mental Health Division 
Department of Human Services 

 Rep. of the Minnesota Department of Human Services 
 

Maggie Diebel  Rep. of the Minnesota Department of Health 
 
Deborah Fjeld 
Coon Rapids 
 

  
Rep. of parents of who have children with emotional 
disturbances 
Term expires: January 2015 
 

Sarah Fuerst 
Woodbury 
 

 Rep. of providers of mental health services to pre-
adolescent children 
Term expires: January 2015  

 
BraVada Garrett-Akinsanya 
Golden Valley 

  
Rep. of people experienced in working with children with 
emotional disturbances who have committed status 
offenses. Term expires: January 2016 
 

Jessica Gourneau 
St. Paul 

 Rep. of persons knowledgeable about the needs of 
children with emotional disturbances of minority races 
and cultures. Term expires: January 2016 
 

Jamie Halpern  
Hennepin County Human Services and Public Health 
Department 
 

 Rep. of county social services agency 
Term expires: January 2016 

Linda Hansen 
Dakota County Juvenile Services Center 
 

 Rep. of local corrections department 
Term expires: January 2016 

Christine Harnack 
Vadnais Heights 
 
 

 Rep. of providers of mental health services to 
adolescent children 
Term expires: January 2015 

Tanis Henderson 
Grand Rapids 

 Rep. of persons knowledgeable about the needs of 
children with emotional disturbances of minority races 
and cultures. Term expires: January 2015 
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Lisa Hoogheem 
St. Paul 

 Co-Chair 
Rep. of educators currently working with children with 
emotional disturbances 
Term expires: January 2016 

   
   
 
Jeff Lind 
Bemidji  

 Rep. of county social services agencies (Beltrami 
County). Term expires: January 2016 

 
Sherri Mortensen Brown  Rep. of state agency regulating private insurance 

(Commerce Department) 
 

Renelle Nelson 
Minneapolis 
 

 Rep. of an advocacy group for children with emotional 
disturbances (PACER Center) 
Term expires: January 2015 
 

Terry Ocana 
Madison 
 

 Rep. of parents of who have children with emotional 
disturbances. Term expires: January 2016 
 

Charles Olson 
Fergus Falls 
 

 Rep. of present or former consumers of adolescent 
mental health services. Term expires: January 2015 

 
Richard Oni  
St. Paul 

  
Rep. of persons knowledgeable about the needs of 
children with emotional disturbances of minority races 
and cultures. Term expires: January 2015 
 

George Realmuto 
Burnsville 
 

 Rep. of hospital-based providers of children’s mental 
health services. Term expires: January 2016 

Deborah Saxhaug 
St. Paul 
 
 

 Rep. of an advocacy group for children with emotional 
disturbances (Minnesota Association for Children’s 
Mental Health). Term expires: January 2016 
 

John Soghigian 
Ely 
 

 Co-Chair 
Rep. of parents of who have children with emotional 
disturbances. Term expires: January 2015 

 
Madeline Starke  
Woodbury 

  
Rep. of present or former consumers of adolescent 
mental health services. Term expires: January 2016 

 
Jennifer Thomas 
Maple Grove 

  
Rep. of parents who have children with emotional 
disturbances. Term expires: January 2016  

   
Rep. John Ward 
Brainerd 

 Rep. of state legislators 
Term expires: January 2016 

 
 
Robyn Widley 
Supervisor, Interagency Services Unit, Special 
Education Policy Division 
 

  
Rep. of the Minnesota Department of Education 

Vacant  Rep. of county commissioners (metro) 
Term expires: January 2015 
 

Vacant  Rep. of county commissioners (rural) 
Term expires: January 2015 
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Vacant 

  
Rep. of the Department of Corrections 

   
Vacant  Rep. of State Advisory Council on Mental Health 

Term expires: January 2015 
 
 
 
 
Director: 
Bruce Weinstock 
Director, State Advisory Council on Mental Health 
Subcommittee on Children’s Mental Health 
Department of Human Services 
PO Box 64981 
St. Paul, MN  55164-0981 
651-431-2249; Fax: 651-431-7566 
Bruce.Weinstock@state.mn.us 

  
 

 


