
DD SD CODEBOOK 

Briefcase
Resource Document 

Description and Purpose: Reference tool for case managers when 
competing Field 38 on the DD Screening Document – Challenging 
(Excess) Behavior Scales. 

 
Where Found: SD Field Completion, Field 38 

CHALLENGING BEHAVIOR SCREENING RATING SCALE 

For each behavior, determine both its frequency and intensity. Then follow the correct row 
and column to determine the score. The score is used to determine the code level.  If the 
rating scale does not accurately reflect the person's challenging behavior(s), then the case 
manager must determine which code level most accurately describes the challenging 
behavior(s) and the impact on planning for services. 

Increases in scores can be expected if the duration of the challenging behavior(s) is 
extensive and requires additional staff support, medication, intervention or treatment. 

Behavior Intensity Measure Frequency Measure Times Per Day 

1 2-3 4 – 6 7 - 12 + 12 

Interferes with no one, easy to 
ignore 2 3 4 5 6 

Interferes with self only and can 
be ignored, may require some 7 8 9 10 11 
redirection, minor disruption 

Interferes with others, requires 
staff intervention to redirect or 
block behavior, major disruption 

12 13 14 15 16 

Disrupts entire area, unit, 
apartment or building, requires 17 18 19 20 21 
immediate staff intervention to 
address behavior, may cause 
serious injury (skin or tissue 
damage) 
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Code Levels for Challenging Behavior Scales 

Scoring Code Frequency/Intensity Rating 

01 – None No challenging behavior 

02 – Mild Score between 2 and 6 

03 – Moderate Score between 7 and 11 

04 – Severe Score between 12 and 16 

05 – Very severe Score between 17 and 21 

99 - Unknown or insufficient information Must justify in NOTES area 
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