Personal Care Assistance
Relative rate examples
	Scenario
	Can person be PCA?
	Which rate?
	What claim modifier?

	Mai and Thao have lived together for 50 years, however they never married. Thao is a PCA recipient. Can Mai be the PCA?
	Yes
They are not considered spouses in Minnesota.
	100%
	UD-unrelated

	Aisha and Michael have been married for ten years. They are currently separated, but not divorced. Michael is a PCA recipient. Can Aisha be the PCA?
	No
Spouses cannot be a PCA for their spouse.
	
	

	Aisha and Michael were married for ten years. They are divorced, but still live together. Michael is a PCA recipient. Can Aisha be the PCA?
	Yes
	100%
	UD-unrelated

	Mary is Ethan’s birth mother. Ethan was born 9/1/2000. Ethan is a PCA recipient. Can Mary be the PCA?
	No
Parents of minors cannot be a PCA for their child.
	
	

	Mary is Ethan’s birth mother. Ethan was born 9/1/1992. Ethan is a PCA recipient. Can Mary be the PCA?
	Yes
Parents of adults can be a PCA for their child.
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	Linda and Jennifer traveled to New York and got married. Linda gave birth to their daughter Emma. Emma, 8 years old, calls both Linda and Jennifer mommy. Emma is a PCA recipient. Can Jennifer be the PCA?
	Yes

Jennifer and Emma are not related by blood or adoption. Jennifer is not Emma’s step-parent per Minnesota law.
	100%
	UD-unrelated

	Linda and Jennifer traveled to New York and got married. Linda gave birth to their daughter Emma. Emma, 8 years old, calls both Linda and Jennifer mommy and Jennifer has legally adopted Emma. Emma is a PCA recipient. Can Jennifer be the PCA?
	No

Jennifer is Emma’s parent by adoption
	
	

	John’s parents are divorced. His mom, June, married Sam. Sam was also divorced and had a son Peter. Peter is 14 and a PCA recipient. Can June be the PCA?
	No

June is Peter’s stepparent. Stepparents of minors cannot be the PCA to their stepchild.
	
	

	Aziza and Nadifa were raised together and consider themselves sisters. Aziza’s mother died in childbirth and her mother’s sister raised her with Nadifa. Both Aziza and Nadifa are adults. Aziza is a PCA recipient. Can Nadifa be the PCA?
	Yes
They are not siblings by blood or adoption. They are cousins by blood and the relative rate does not apply to cousins. 
	100%
	UD-unrelated

	Habib and Ameera were raised together and consider themselves brother and sister. Muhammad is their father. Habib was a son of Muhammad’s first wife. Habib’s mother died and Muhammad remarried. Ameera is the son of Muhammad’s second wife. Both Habib and Ameera are adults. Habib is a PCA recipient. Can Ameera be the PCA?
	Yes

Habib and Ameera are half-siblings. They are related by blood.
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	John’s parents are divorced. His mom married Sam. Sam was also divorced and had a son Peter. Both John and Peter are adults. Peter is a PCA recipient. Can John be the PCA?
	Yes

John and Peter are step-brothers. They are not related by blood or adoption.
	100%
	UD-not related

	Eduardo and Ernesto were legally adopted and consider themselves brothers. Both Eduardo and Ernesto are adults. Ernesto is a PCA recipient. Can Eduardo be the PCA?
	Yes

Eduardo and Ernesto are brothers via adoption
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	Gemechu is Lensa’s birth father. They are both adults. Gemechu is the PCA recipient. Can Lensa be the PCA?
	Yes
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	Cindy adopted Sabita as a child Sabita is now an adult. Cindy is the PCA recipient. Can Sabita be the PCA?
	Yes
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	Challa is Chaltu’s stepfather. They are both adults. Challa is the PCA recipient. Can Chaltu be the PCA?
	Yes
	100%
	UD-not related

	Thomas adopted Madri as a child. Now Madri has a child of her own, Tapan. Tapan is the PCA recipient. Can Thomas be the PCA?
	Yes

Thomas is Tapan’s grandfather by adoption.
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	Ole and Lena’s daughter has a son Arne. Lena dies and Ole marries Betty. They are both adults. Arne is the PCA recipient. Can Betty be the PCA?
	Yes
Betty is Arne’s step grandparent. They are not related by blood or adoption and the relative rate does not apply to step grandparents.
	100%
	UD-not related

	Everybody in the family calls her Abuela, grandmother in Spanish. Abuela is Maria’s stepfather’s mother. Maria, age 10, is a PCA recipient. Can Abuela be the PCA?
	Yes

Abuela is not related to Maria by blood or adoption.
	100%
	UD-not related

	Xuan is 17 years old. Nhu is Xuan’s mother’s mother. Xuan is a PCA recipient. Can Nhu be the PCA?
	Yes

Nhu is Xuan’s grandmother by blood.
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	Sergei is 60 years old. Tanya is 16 and is his granddaughter. Sergei is a PCA recipient. Can Tanya be the PCA?
	Yes

Tanya is Sergei’s granddaughter by blood.
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	Chanthou is married to Nhean’s grandparent. Nhean is the PCA recipient. Can Chanthou be the PCA?
	Yes
Nhean is Chanthou’s step grandchild and the relative rate does not apply to step grandchildren.
	100%
	UD-not related

	Thomas adopted Madri as a child. Now Madri has a child of her own, Tapan. Thomas is the PCA recipient. Can Tapan be the PCA?
	Yes

Tapan is Thomas’s grandchild by adoption.
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild

	Taman is paid to be the legal guardian of his niece Rayfa. They are both adults. Rayfa is the PCA recipient. Can Taman be the PCA?
	No

Paid legal guardians cannot be the PCA for the person they have guardianship for.
	
	

	Taman is an unpaid legal guardian of his niece Rayfa. They are both adults. Rayfa is the PCA recipient. Can Taman be the PCA?
	Yes

Unpaid legal guardians can be the PCA for the person they have guardianship for. The relative rate does not apply to nieces and nephews.
	100%
	UD-not related

	Taman is an unpaid legal guardian of his adult daughter Brona. They are both adults. Brona is the PCA recipient. Can Taman be the PCA?
	Yes

Unpaid legal guardians can be the PCA for the person they have guardianship for. Taman is Brona’s parent.
	80%
	U1-parent, sibling, adult child, grandparent or grandchild


