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The Importance of Visitation 
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Your child or children have been removed from your home or the home of another 
parent. Maintaining contact with your child or children is very important. Visitation with 
your child or children while out of the home has been recognized as very important in 
helping to shorten the length of out-of-home placement and have your child or children 
returned to their custodial parent as soon as possible. The parent/child relationship is also 
very important and we are here to help you with whatever we can do to maintain and/or 
strengthen it. 
 
A visitation schedule is part of the case plan. What needs to be considered is the length, 
frequency, and location of visits. Visits should occur in the parent’s home or the foster 
home whenever possible or otherwise in a setting that is natural and homelike. Parents 
should also be given the opportunity to provide hands on care for the child such as 
feeding, bathing or other child care activities. Visits should also be set up to involve the 
parents in such activities as the child’s medical appointments, school meetings, or therapy 
sessions.    
 
It is also very important to keep every scheduled visit with your child or children.  
Making your visits a priority and keeping all visits are often looked to as an indicator of 
whether or not a child should be returned home. Any inappropriate behaviors or activities 
may result in limiting, supervising or terminating your visits. The visitation time that is 
scheduled for you is time that needs to be spent with your child or children. Playing with 
your child, reading stories, doing activities together and just talking with them are great 
ways to use your scheduled visitation time. Ask your Social Worker for ideas on what to 
do during visits if you feel you could use some help with this.   
 
If keeping your scheduled visitation is difficult for you, please let your social worker 
know. We are here to help you and can provide assistance to you if needed in order to 
make sure visitation occurs on a consistent basis. We want you to visit and will help you 
figure out ways to make sure it can happen. Even if you have missed visits or have not 
been ready or able to start visits, we want to encourage and help you get back on track 
with spending time with your child or children. Just give us a call, send us a letter, or stop 
in to visit and we can discuss a visitation plan that will meet your needs and the needs of 
your child or children. You are an important person in your child’s life.       
 
 
 
 
 
 


