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Essential Community Supports 
What is it? 

 Essential Community Supports (ECS) is a 
new program for people who are no longer 
eligible for: 
◦ Alternative Care (AC) services 
◦ Long-term care waiver services 
◦ Or nursing facility services 

 
 These people may qualify for essential 

services needed to live in the community. 
 
 The program is effective January 1, 2014. 
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Essential Community Supports 
DHS Resources 

 See pages 6-8 in Bulletin #13-25-10 for 
more information on ECS. 
 

 Link to bulletin: 
http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/groups/p
ublications/documents/pub/dhs16_178522.p
df 
 

 Link to DHS’ ECS Webpage: 
http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?Idc
Service=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&Revi
sionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocN
ame=dhs16_148023 
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Essential Community Supports 
Eligibility Requirements 

 
 The first group of eligible clients are people 

who do not or no longer meet Nursing 
Facility Level of Care (NFLOC) and: 
◦ Are not eligible for Medical Assistance (MA) 
◦ Are age 65 or older 
◦ Have financial resources no greater than 

those of people otherwise eligible for AC   
◦ Can benefit from an ECS service  
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Essential Community Supports 
Eligibility Requirements 

 The second group of eligible clients are 
people who: 
◦ Were receiving Elderly Waiver (EW), Brain 

Injury waiver (BI), Community Alternatives for 
Disabled Individuals waiver (CADI), or nursing 
facility services and lose MA eligibility for those 
services at reassessment on or after January 
1, 2014 due to changes in Nursing Facility 
Level of Care (NF LOC) criteria 

◦ Are any age  
◦ Continue to be eligible for MA; or have 

financial resources no greater than those of 
people otherwise eligible for AC  

◦ Can benefit from an ECS service  
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Essential Community Supports 
Services 

 ECS Services include: 
◦ Homemaker (S5130) 
◦ Chore (S5120)  
◦ Caregiver training and education (S5115) 
◦ Personal Emergency Response Systems 

(PERS) (S5160, S5161, S5162)  
◦ Home-delivered meals (S5170) 
◦ New service: Community Living Assistance 

(CLA) to be added to MMIS and SSIS 
 We will determine BRASS codes when we get the 

new HCPCS code  
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Essential Community Supports 
Service Coordination 

 Service coordination 
 Reimbursement up to $600 in a service year 

 
 Performed by case manager or case aide employed 

by or under contract with the lead agency 
 

 For the transition group only, a one-time $600 
service coordination payment in addition to 
coordination as part of $400 per month budget 
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Essential Community Supports 
Impact on SSIS 

◦ Addition of a new Claim Detail Code with the 
description of “ECS” 
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Essential Community Supports 
Impact on SSIS 

 Addition of a new Waiver Type Code of “Y - 
ECS - Essential Community Supports Grant” 
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Essential Community Supports 
Impact on SSIS 

 Addition of a new MMIS Service Agreement 
Type Code  
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Essential Community 
Supports 

Impact on SSIS 
 

◦ Addition of a HCPCS/Modifier code for the 
new service Community Living Assistance 
 

◦ Inclusion of Major Program Code “UN – 
Unknown” for clients on this waiver type 
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Essential Community Supports 
Services 

 
 
 

 Questions? 
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